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dyes that are useful as nucleic acid stains or protein stains, but that do not incorporate an aza- 
substituted benzazolium moiety, as required by the instant claims. 
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US Patent 5,656,449 to Yue et al (1997) 
US Patent 5,401,847 to Glazer et al (1995) 
US Patent 5,564,554 to Glazer et at (1996) 
US Patent 5,760,201 to Glazer et al (1998) 

Among the disclosed references, the following primarily describe useful synthetic precursors 
or synthetic strategies for preparing the dyes of the invention: 

US Patent 2,269,234 to Sprague (1942) 

British Patent No. 870,753 (1961) 

Brooker, et aL, J. AM. CHEM. SOC, 64, 199 (1942) 

Heravi, et aL, INDIAN J. CHEM. 36B, 1025 (1997) 

Smith et aL SULFUR LETTERS 17, 197 (1994) 

Chu-Moyer et aL J. ORG, CHEM. 60, 5721 (1995) 

Turner, J. ORG. CHEM. 48, 3401 (1983) 

Couture et al. J. HETEROCYCLIC CHEM. 24, 1765 (1987) 

Petric et al. J. HETEROCYCLIC CHEM. 14, 1045, (1977) 

Barlin et al. AUST. J. CHEM., 37, 1729 (1984) 

Saikachi et al. CHEM. & PHARM. BULL. 9, 941 (1961) 

Barlin AUST. J. CHEM. 36, 983 (1983) 

Foye et aL, J. PHARM. SCI. 64, 1371 (1975) 

Khanna et al. J. ORG. CHEM. 60, 960 (1995) 

Ficken et al., "Diazaindenes and Their Quaternary Salts-Part I" pp 3202-3212 (1959) 
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Smith et aL, SULFUR LETTERS, 18, 79 (1995) 
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In the event that there are any questions relating to this paper, or the application in general, 
it would be appreciated if the Examiner would telephone the undersigned agent concerning such 
questions so that the prosecution of the application may be expedited. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Anton E. Skaugset, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 38,617 
Patent Agent 
Molecular Probes, Inc. 
P.O. Box 22010 
Eugene, OR 97402-0469 
TEL: (541)465-8349 
FAX: (541)465-8354 
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